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EmergenSCENE

Something happened last summer that hasn’t happened since 2014: Scott County 
activated its outdoor warning sirens for a severe weather event.  This hadn’t hap-
pened since August 4, 2015, when the sirens were activated when a well-defined 
wall cloud was spotted near Prior Lake.  In 2017, the sirens went off on two dates; 
first on July 25, when the National Weather Service issued a Tornado Warning for 
parts of Shakopee and parts of Savage.  Emergency Management later found film 
footage of the wall cloud, it was large, rotating, and could have touched down as it 
passed through Scott County, but luckily it never formed into a tornado.

The sirens were activated a second time on August 16, when a small tornado 
touched down just south of Shakopee.  This tornado, which was an EF-0, was one of 
eleven tornadoes that touched down in Minnesota that evening.  Of those eleven tor-
nadoes, five occurred in counties adjacent to Scott County, and two occurred within 
Scott County.  The other tornado that evening (which touched down within the New 
Prague city limits) was undetected by the National Weather Service and our spotters 
on the ground, and as a result the sirens were not activated for that tornado.

Siren activation for a weather event in Scott County is extremely rare.  They 
occur so rarely because our Emergency Management and SAFCOM volunteers re-
spond to every weather warning and monitor every severe storm cell in our County 
closely.  Our sirens are only activated when one of the following three criteria 
is met:

•	 The National Weather Service has placed Scott County in a Tornado Warning.
•	 Winds are measured at 70 mph or greater.
•	 At the discretion of any member of public safety.

In the case of the EF-0 tornado that went through New Prague on August 16, 
none of these criteria were met.  The National Weather Service did not issue a 
tornado warning; the winds in the area were not measured at 70 mph or greater; 
and nobody in the area, including our SAFCOM volunteers and members of public 
safety, reported a tornado or any threat at the time.  It wasn’t until after the storm, 
when large branches were reported down in the area, that the NWS sent forecasters 
to the area and re-examined their radar data to determine that there had been a small 
tornado on the ground in New Prague that evening.

There was a significant change in how the sirens were operated in Scott County 
during 2017.  In the past, our sirens would be activated and would automatically 
turn off after a three-minute period.  Last summer, I decided the sirens would con-
tinuously sound throughout the duration of the threat in the area.  This means, if 
there is a tornado warning in your jurisdiction for 20 minutes, you can expect the 
sirens to blare for roughly 20 minutes.  

I made this decision after studying several after action reports and improve-
ment plans from areas like Joplin, Missouri and Tuscaloosa, Alabama, who both 
suffered devastating tornado impacts.  One piece of feedback in these reports was 
that citizens sought shelter when they heard the sirens, but when the sirens went 
silent, many citizens thought the threat had passed (when in reality, the sirens au-
tomatically turned off after a three-minute period).  In the case of Joplin, the sirens 
sounded 23 minutes prior to the tornado touching down, and were silent about 20 
minutes prior to the touchdown.  Even though the tornado warning was still active, 
many citizens who initially sought shelter had left their shelters after the sirens 
stopped blaring.

Another important point regarding Scott County’s outdoor warning sirens:  They 
are activated only in the jurisdiction where the threat exists.  For instance, if there is 
a tornado warning in Prior Lake, the only city in the County whose sirens are acti-
vated would be Prior Lake’s.  It is important to remember this as if you are hearing 
sirens in Scott County, and it is not the first Wednesday of the month test, we be-
lieve there is immediate danger in your area.  If you hear the sirens in Scott County, 
please take shelter immediately and seek additional information, as there is likely a 
very real threat in your area that is making it unsafe to be outside.

By Captain Scott Haas
Emergency Management 

and Communications Director

Preparing for severe weather

ination-to-support-girls/) by someone 
who knows some basic information 
about the nominee’s age and clothing 
sizes.  When accepted as a customer, a 
special appointment is arranged so that 
the girl can come into the boutique to 
have a one-on-one consultation with a 
volunteer stylist (Grace is particularly 
adept at styling her clients), and then 
she is ushered in to a luxe, spacious 
dressing room to try on various articles 
of clothing and accessories.

Then the customer chooses what she 
likes.  It’s just that simple.  Threads for 
Teens stocks clothing of all sizes, size 
zero to 3X, so girls of every body shape 
and size can find outfits that make them 
feel amazing.  And going the additional 
mile (and then some), if Grace and Ka-
tie learn that they’re running low on 
a clothing size that they know will be 
needed for an upcoming appointment, 
they hustle out and buy enough to give 
that girl the options and choices she 
deserves.

Does she want to look like a princess 
for the prom?  A scholar for a college in-
terview?  A professional for a Congres-
sional internship?  A responsible young 
person submitting a job application?  Or 
maybe she just wants to dress like her 
friends and peers when they go out, go 
to parties, go back to school, or go to the 
movies.  Threads for Teens carries (or 
can locate) clothing for just about any-
one for any occasion.

How can Threads for 
Teens operate?

As a charitable organization, Threads 
for Teens operates through donations 
(primarily of money, but sometimes di-
rect retail items).  That’s how the vast 
majority of their inventory is literally 
brand-new… many with the original 
price tags still attached.  

Originally established as a pop-up 
venture in the western Metro area, after 
several very well-received events, they 
realized that they could serve the larger 
community much better with a more 
permanent space.  Thus, the search be-
gan to find a location that could be do-
nated to their operation.  With the help 
of some very enthusiastic advocates, 
they found it – co-located in the offices 
of the Shakopee School District head-
quarters as of March 2017.  

So, with no overhead, a large room 
restored and refreshed by volunteers, 
staffed by volunteers with a commit-
ment to girl power, a full 100 percent 
of donations go to acquiring their 
inventory.  

“Headstrong and motived”
As co-directors of Threads for Teens 

Minnesota – whose mission statement is 

“empowering girls through clothing” – 
Grace and mom Katie have truly found 
their calling.  So close are the two that 
they frequently finish each other’s sen-
tences and prompt memories and recol-
lections of how and why they chose to 
engage in this community empower-
ment enterprise. 

It’s a story right out of, well, a Dis-
ney production.  In fact, that’s where 
their journey began.  Grace, then all of 
10 years old, saw something about the 
original Threads for Teens enterprise 
started in California (on the Disney 
Channel) and knew that she could help 
replicate the idea locally.  After some 
dedicated research, Grace reached the 
originator of the idea via e-mail, and the 
rest is history.

Well, not really.  “I’m pretty head-
strong and motivated,” Grace said, 
competing for the understatement of 
the year award.  It actually took several 
years of planning, raising funds, devel-
oping community partnerships (Threads 
for Teens Minnesota is an active mem-
ber of FISH – Families and Individu-
als Sharing Hope), cultivating corpo-
rate sponsors (“We were learning as 
we went,” said Katie), and a fortuitous 
meeting with Threads for Teens founder 
Allyson Ahlstrom, they then launched 
three “back to school” events in western 
Minnesota.  This event was quickly fol-
lowed by an October “Fall in Love with 
#Style” with clothing donated by rue21, 
and then the eventual relocation to the 
Shakopee boutique space.

Since 2016, they have worked with 
almost 300 young women.  But they’re 
looking for more.    

For anyone who might hesitate be-
fore considering Threads for Teens, rest 
assured that there is no stigma.  No em-
barrassment. No charity.  No judgment.  
Nothing but straight-up girl power and 
sisterhood from the hallway to the dress-
ing room and back again.  “A lot of girls 
come in and are really excited about the 
experience,” Grace said. “But there are 
some that come in looking a little doubt-
ful or reserved.  But after working with 
them, it’s great to see them leaving with 
huge smiles on their faces!”  

Want to learn more?  
You can visit Threads for Teens on-

line at www.threadsforteens.org, like 
them on Facebook (just search for 
“Threads for Teens Minnesota” in the 
search box), follow them on Twitter at 
TFT_Minneapolis, call them at (952) 
564-0705, or email them at grace@
threadforteens.org or katie@threadsfor-
teens.org.  

There’s a girl out there who could 
use a hand up.  Hand them Threads for 
Teens.  

After painting and decorating a room provided free of charge in the Shakopee 
School District Offices, clothing and accessories were put on display in the 
new Threads for Teens boutique.  The non-profit organization is now ready to 
serve even more clients. (Photo courtesy of Jamie Smith Photography)

Threads for Teens From page 1

Every spring, seed for planting 
wildlife food plots is available free 
of charge, thanks to the Scott Coun-
ty Chapter of Pheasants Forever.  
Pheasants Forever partners with the 
Scott Soil and Water Conservation 
District (SWCD) in Jordan, who dis-
tributes the seed to landowners.  The 
goal of food plots is to establish safe 
foraging patterns for wildlife that 
minimize unnecessary movements 
and provide a dependable source of 
food throughout the winter.

Free corn, soybeans, and sorghum 
will be available for pick up on Fri-
day, April 27 from noon to 4 p.m. 
and Saturday, April 28 from 8 to 11 
a.m. at the Fairgrounds in Jordan.  
(This is a change from previous years 
when there were no specific pickup 
dates.)  Seed pickup is first-come, 
first-served.  For more information, 

Pheasants Forever provides 
free seed for wildlife food plots

call the Scott SWCD office at (952) 
492-5425.

The seed provided is to be used 
for wildlife habitat only, and the food 
plots are to be left over the 2018-2019 
winter and are not to be harvested until 
spring of 2019.  There is a limit of one 
bag of seed per person, which must be 
picked up in person.

Planting a food plot this spring will 
help wildlife survive next winter.
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Safety SCENE
By Luke Hennen

Scott County Sheriff

admission to Lifetime Fitness in Savage 
on Saturday, April 21 or Sunday, April 
22.

In addition to projects, there will be 
hotdogs, ice cream, face painting, police 
cars, fire trucks, and more. All free! For 
more information on projects and how 
Service Day Saturday was started, go to 
http://servicedaysaturday.wixsite.com/
savage.                                                                                                               

                      

action sets the maximum in public im-
provements at $33 million plus interest 
for the next 25 years. The improvements 
could be repaid earlier depending on 
value of development, inflation, and in-
crease in property values over time.

Canterbury Park officials anticipate 
Canterbury Commons will bring $300 
to $400 million in development over the 
coming years. It will also develop one 
of the largest underutilized sites in the 
city.

For more information about the 
project, visit www.ShakopeeMN.gov/
currentdevelopment.
 

Clean Up Day for city, 
township residents is 
April 28

From the Shakopee 
Mdewakanton Sioux 
Community:
Kick off Spring with 
the SMSC

Although jail isn’t somewhere inmates necessarily want to be, it does offer a 
safe alternative to the turmoil that is likely taking place in their lives outside of jail.  
Once booked, offenders no longer have access to drugs, alcohol, their domestic 
victims, weapons, and other factors that contribute to the reason they’re in custody.  
The Scott County Jail provides a structured, disciplined environment, supplement-
ed with health care and special programs geared towards a successful reentry into 
society and reduction in recidivism.

The jail is run by the Scott County Sheriff’s Office, and serves all law enforce-
ment agencies in the community as well as prosecutors, the courts, and probation 

County jail provides structured, 
disciplined environment for inmates

agencies.  It serves as a tempo-
rary holding facility and is most-
ly used when an offender was ei-
ther recently arrested and has not 
yet been charged with a crime; 
recently arrested and charged 
with a crime but has not been 
released on bail; or convicted of 
a crime and given a sentence of 
less than one year.  Our jail also 
houses inmates from other coun-
ties that may be overcrowded 
and for the Department of Cor-
rections (state).  

The jail serves a tremen-
dously diverse population.  At 
any given time, the jail popula-
tion may include males, females, 
juveniles (before they are moved 
to a juvenile detention center), and adults that could be minor or serious offenders.  
Inmates come to jail with varying degrees of medical, mental health, substance 
abuse, family, financial, and literacy issues. While in jail, they may display a wide 
range of emotions, including fear, anger, and anxiety, as well as violent, antisocial, 
and suicidal behaviors.  The jail has a responsibility to appropriately house inmates 
and manage the behavior of this diverse population while they are in custody.

There are over 40 full-time corrections officers whose primary responsibility is 
to oversee and control security functions and activities related to the care, custody, 
and well-being of inmates.  Program opportunities include: a work release program, 
in-custody sentencing-to-serve program, electronic home monitoring program, re-
ligious groups, church services, a domestic violence group, recreational activities, 
and coping skills groups.  These opportunities are often led by volunteer facilitators 
who give their time in the hope of providing a better outcome for the inmates.

The Scott County Jail also provides on-site medical services to help manage the 
health care needs of inmates.  Medical staff provides professional care, counseling, 
and guidance to individuals and groups to improve the level of health and welfare 
within the inmate population.  This is accomplished through daily “sick call” with 
the inmates and by making arrangements for further health care as deemed neces-
sary.  Inmates do have access to emergency medical and dental resources.  Working 
with our partners at the Scott County Mental Health Center, the jail is also able to 
provide psychiatric services with mental health professionals, including a psychia-
trist and after-hour emergency services.

Inmates at Scott County are also provided access to purchase additional food 
and hygiene items through the Jail’s commissary.  Scott County Jail inmates are 
able to order these items through a vendor using tablets available to them in their 
housing unit.  With these tablets, inmates are also able to send messages to medical 
or program staff or to send messages to friends and family.

I started my career at the Scott County Sheriff’s Office as a Corrections Officer 
in our jail over 20 years ago and have seen a lot of changes on how the jail is man-
aged.  It is my goal to create a positive, professional, and safe jail operation, as it 
is a critical component of the criminal justice system and public safety functions.  

Arbor Day celebration, 
tree sale set for April 28

How cool would it be to see a bald 
eagle up close? Come see and learn all 
about raptors at the annual Arbor Day 
Celebration on Saturday, April 28 from 
9 - 11 a.m. at the McColl Pond Envi-
ronmental Learning and Event Center. 
The U of M Bee Squad and the Carver-
Scott Master Gardeners will be on hand 
to answer all your pollinator and spring 
gardening questions. Join us for nature 
activities, refreshments, and more! This 
is a free community event. Scheduled 
activities include: 

9 a.m.: Arbor Day Proclamation by 
Mayor Janet Williams

9 - 10 a.m.: U of M Raptor Center 
program featuring a bald eagle and a va-
riety of owls, hawks, and falcons

In conjunction with Arbor Day, the 
City will also hold its biennial tree sale. 
Order trees online at cityofsavage.com/
arbor-day.
•	 Sale is open to all Savage, Prior 

Lake, Spring Lake, and Credit 
River Township residents

•	 A variety of shade, ornamental, 
and evergreen trees will be 
available for purchase 

•	 Prices range from $28 to $91
Pick up trees at Public Works (13770 
Dakota Ave.) on April 28 between 9 - 
11 a.m.

For more information, visit cityof-
savage.com/arbor-day. Volunteers are 
needed to assist with nature activities 
and serve refreshments, and more. To 
volunteer, please contact Natural Re-
sources Superintendent, Jon Allen at 
(952) 224-3441 or jallen@ci.savage.
mn.us.

From Shakopee:
TIF District makes way 
for future Canterbury 
Park development

SCALE SCENE from page 12

After years of planning, Canterbury 
Park is proposing to redevelop approxi-
mately 380 acres with a mix of enter-
tainment, retail, restaurant, hotel, and 
residential uses. Canterbury would also 
construct a new public road system and 
relocate the horse barns away from the 
gateway entrance into the area from 
Highway 169.

In March, the Shakopee City Coun-
cil approved the creation of Redevelop-
ment Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
District for Canterbury Commons. The 
TIF district would generate funds to re-
imburse public infrastructure construc-
tion costs including roads, utilities, and 
storm drainage.

While the specific improvements 
have not been determined, the council’s 

Residents of Shakopee, Jackson 
Township, and Louisville Township 
will have the opportunity to recycle and 
discard old and unusable items during 
the City’s annual Clean Up Day Satur-
day, April 28. The event runs from 7:30 
to 11:30 a.m. at the Shakopee Public 
Works building, 400 Gorman St., Sha-
kopee. Enter off Fourth Avenue. A list 
of accepted and non-accepted items, as 
well as costs, is available at www.Sha-
kopeeMN.gov/cleanupday.

Clean Up Day is open solely to resi-
dents of the City of Shakopee, Jackson 
Township, and Louisville Township.

In addition, Shakopee Rotary will 
also be collecting unwanted furniture 
and household items for Bridging, Inc. 
Drop off items for Bridging between the 
Public Works and Engineering build-
ings from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Volunteers are the key to a success-
ful 4-H program. They have the unique 
ability to provide life-changing oppor-
tunities for youth.   Scott County 4-H 
alumnus Terry Stade grew up in the 
Marystown area just south of Shakopee, 
and he has been a volunteer for 25-plus 
years. 

During his two decades as a volunteer, 
Stade has been passionate about grow-
ing the 4-H animal science program.  
He has held numerous positions on the 
Animal Project Development Commit-
tee, and is currently serving as the adult 
chair for the committee.  But Stade’s 
enthusiasm for providing positive edu-
cational experiences for 4-H youth goes 
far beyond his participation on commit-
tees: He has been vital in helping cre-
ate numerous partnerships that provide 

educational 
o p p o r t u n i -
ties to Scott 
County 4-H 
youth, often 
times extend-
ing these op-
portunities to 
surrounding 
counties.  

Stade sup-
ports Scott 
County 4-H 
youth not 
only through 

4-H animal science program 
benefits from volunteer’s efforts

his generosity, but also by hosting work-
shops to educate youth in proper animal 
care and nutrition.  Stade is a prime ex-
ample of what it means to provide posi-
tive mentorship to our 4-H youth! 

Terry Stade

The Meadows at Mystic Lake 
opens for the season

Officially open for the season, The 
Meadows at Mystic Lake is not sur-
rounded by houses, but instead features 
natural beauty throughout. The course 
includes 80 recently renovated bunkers 
with pro-grade white sand, 11 acres of 
wildflowers and prairie plants, and 13 
holes incorporating water. 

Be sure to stop by The Meadows at 
Mystic Lake on May 26 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. for Demo Day. Try out the new-
est golf equipment from the top brands 
in golf. The Meadows at Mystic Lake is 
located at 2400 Mystic Lake Boulevard 
NW in Prior Lake, right behind Mystic 
Lake Casino Hotel.

Mazopiya to host Shop Local event
It’s time to clean out your fridge and 

fill it with fresh, local produce. Mazopi-
ya, located at 2571 Credit Union Drive 
in Prior Lake, will be hosting its annual 
Shop Local event on May 12 from noon 
– 4 p.m. Stop by the all-natural food 
market and sample local food vendors, 
watch product and cooking demonstra-
tions, and win door prizes, among other 
activities. 

Grill out with MPS
Mdewakanton Public Safety (MPS), 

the SMSC’s full-time, professional fire 
and ambulance department, is hosting 
its annual Emergency Medical Services 
Week Barbecue on May 23 from noon 
– 3 p.m. Stop by, enjoy some delicious 
food cooked up by the firefighters them-
selves, and show your appreciation of all 
that MPS does for not only the SMSC, 
but for Scott County as a whole.




